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OFERATIONS OF COMPANY "C* (REINFORCED), 126TH INFANTRY,
(328D INFANTRY DIVISION) IN A SEPARATE ACTION IN THE
AGNO VALIRY, IUZON, P,I,., 30 JULY - 6 AUGUST 1945
: (ILUZON CAMPAIGN)
{Personal BExperience of a Company Commander)
INTRODUCTION

Thia monograph covers the operation of a very small Task
Force, Task Force Farmer -- composed of Compeny C, 126th Infantry,
32nd Infantry Division, relnforced ln the battle for the Moﬁgtain
Province, Luzon, Philippine Islands, 30 July - 6 August 1945.

The events which preceded this operation were the usual ones

for a Papific Campaign, ZEarly in January 19&5; General MacArthur's
forces had returnad.t; Luzon, maln island of the Republic of the |
Philippines,

The Sixth Army followed by the Elghth Army had lended and
seized initially the low open country near the beaches, (1) The
Japanese, employing deleying action, had withdrawn to'the-rugged
hill messes to make their traditional last stand, The pattern
set so many times before was tc be used again, It was: to drive
wedges into the enemy'a position; to push them further back into
the hills; to ocut hisrpockata of resistance into even smaller
Pieces; to overwhelm some and leave others to die of dlsease
and starvation in the high and unfriendly jungle mounteins, (1)

By July 1945, this plan had been almost completed and there
were but e rewflarge pockets remaining, ©One of these large
pockets of troops was under the command of General Nishiyama in
the Carabelle mountains and it conteined the inffamous General

Yamashita, (See Map A)

(1) A-1; Cbharts 51 and 59



THE GENERAL SITUATION

Pressure had been applied to'both sides of thls pocket by
elements of the 6th, 25th and 32nd Divisions on the South and
East operating along Highway 5; and by elements of the 32nd and

~33rd Divisions on the North and West, with a regiment of the 32nd,

e

operating from Baguio, the country's summer capitol, These enemy
troops were oonrinad to the highest mountains on Luzon and ih'the
most diffiocult and rugged terrain, One maliln highway ran through
the western portion; (see Maps A4 and B) this rcad ocut through a
series of high passes and gaps; it doubled and curved back in
meny places and often had stretches that twisted over io kilow
meters to go forward a scant 2, Brlgadier General Charles B,
Lyman commanded or exerclsed control over the forces engaged in
opéning the highway, 1In pgrt they consisted of the 127th RCT,
1st Battalion, 126th Infantry, and 66th Infantry (Filipino Army)
and numerous guerrilla and Filipino Army Forces generally called
"Force Volckmann®™, The general plan of the troops on the North
was as foliows: 127th RCT would attack north up the highway from
Baguio and meet the 66th Infantry advancing South down the high-
way, Small Guerrilla units and Filipino Army units up to
Battalion size would be used as far as practicable as attachments
or in some cases for minor individual tasks., Because of the
terrain, the 127th would attack for the most pert in column of
Battalions and hoped to effect a meeting with the 56th just south
of Bugulas, The lst Battalion, 126th was in reserve in Bagulo,
(2) | | |

On July 25, A Company, 126th, wes alerted for the mission of
guarding the 127th Infantry's line of supply along the highway,

(2) Personal knowledge, Statement of captain John H, Murphy,
Adjutant, 127th Infantry,



They moved out on the 26th. B Compeny, with a small Guerrilla
unit attached, was moved on the 27th to the vicinity of Bokod .
as additional security for the rear and right flank of the Regi-
ment alowly advancing up the highway. (3)

By the 28th of July, the 127th had.passed Balangbang Pass
(see Map B) at which point the highway ran parallel to the Agno
valley for some 40 kilometers, The valléy qontained pumerous
rice fields and many small barrios or towns; they would be any-
thing from a dozen native huts to a 100 freme houses bullt on
stilts. 1Intelligence reports were scanty but Japaneée act;vity
had been noted in the Valley by 127th patrols on the high groqu ]
that over looked the valley (see Map B) and the natives hadiéiiB”L’
evacuated, (The natives confirmed the reports of the 127th ﬁatrol
but their opinions were confliéting; éﬁilgéd as meny estimates of
Japanese strength or activity as there were natives questioned.,)
(4) |

On the morning of July 28, the Battallon Commander of the
lst Battallon, 126th and the Company Commander of Company C were
caliadito General Lyman's headquarters and informed of the dangsr.
to the 127th's right flenk. They were assigned a mission "to
protest it by putting a force in the Agno valley and were told to
report any gathering of Japanese forces parallel to the advance up
the highway." All available assistence was offered the lst Bate
talion in planning if it was needed and sdditional units would
be attached as available., These additions consisted of extra
forward observer artillery parties and the lst Bgttalion, 1st
Pangasinen Regiment (Filipino Army) which was a fully recognized
guerrillé unit composed of 3 rifle companles and a headquarters

company, (The rifle companies had 3 rifle platoons each and a

(3) Personal knowledge; (4) Personal knowledge, Statement Lt.
R. J. Psterson, I&R Platoon lLeader, 127th Infantry
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smallkheadquarters platoon; average strength pef company was 5
officers and 120 men.) The Headquarters and Headquarters Gompany
was in effect another ;irle company, its strength was also slight-
ly over 100, The Battallion had the normel command and staff group
found in an American Battalion but very little communication equipe-
ment and no’heavy weapons, The training of this unit, as with.
most guqrrilla, provincials, or Filipino Army units, was almost
nonexistent, By American standards they were little better than
an armed mob, (5) ‘

The Commanding General eslso advised the C Company Commander
and the Commander of 1st Battalion, 126th, that additional supply
and evecuation facilities would be unavailable except for an »
occaaional air drop but that funds wére available to hire native
carriers, The Commanding Génaral wished t0 be 1nfbrmed of the
general plan the following afternoon, 29 July.

Upon erriving back at the Battalion erea the Battalion
COmmander decided to send C Company into the valley rather'than
move one of his’other companies, The Battalion Commander outlined
& rough scheme of maneuver, and advised the C Company Commander to
follow it, He placed any of the facilities of the Battalion at
the disposai'of C Company's Commender, That afternoon two air
misslons were flown over the valley in CUBS of the 120th FA Bat~
talion., One mission was flown by the Company Commander and one
was flown by the Company's Exeoutive officer, who was also & pla-
toon léader of the 2nd platoon, This was done to check the maps
that had been 1ssued and to check for signs 6f the enemy. The
maps proved faiily soccurate Judging by Pacific standards, and

numerous signs were noted of the presence of Jspanese troops, (6)

(5) Personal knowledge; (6) Eye witness
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et THE TASK FORCE PLAN

The small CUBS were forced to fly, for the mbst pait, sgveral
thousand feet above the valley's floor'beoause of atrong wind
currents, The abrupt mountains and steep, winding canyons mede
the operation of the planes difficult, and consequently observa-

tion at times was spotty, Several important points were learned

~however, the maps were grossly in error between Buguias and

Kabayan., (See Map B) There were mountains where none appesred
on the map and the river took ssveral abrupt ehangeg in direc~
tion where the map éhawed it to run straight, The town of Iutab
appeared to be strongly garrisoned as did Ksbayan. (7} There
wes & great deel of lltter in the streéts and from the air‘tha_
rice paddies surrounding the towns showed plainly many trails
where the stalks now ripe had been broken by the pagsage of
innumerable people.

One more flight weas thought needed, if possible, at a lower
altitude, The Company Executivé Officer was agsigned this mission

~and given several specific points on which additlonal ocbservation

was thought deslirable,

\

A .

' v
A

A written plan was drawn up on the evenlng of the 28th for x
presentation to the General aleng with the lists of requests:
The Force, to be'oailed Task ?orcq Eggg@r, would be composed of
Company C -= & officers and 150 men, i heavy meschine guns and

2 8l-mm morters -~ with an officer and 40 of the men of Company : n
D; 1 officer and 20 men from Headquarters snd Headguarters '4vg
Company to act as S-4; 1 officer MAC and 1/2 Battalion aid TE'W
personnel; 3 forward observer parties previocusly offered; lst s)

Battallon, lst Fangasian Regiment less its Battallon Commander,
a Lt Colonel, and the Battalion Executive Officer, a Major (as it

(7) Eye witness, Statement of Lt R. J. Peterson, I&R Platoon
Leader, 127th lnfantry



reconnaissance

was believed that it would.be unadvisable to have officers
present who were senior to the Tasi'Forée Commander.) It was
suggeated that 200 native carriers be employed for supplies and
evaouationvgﬁﬁeir drops appeareﬂ IE;EZEEIEQEES‘riam the prior airx
except in possibly two places, The rorce would be
divided into four separaté combat groups, Three would consist
of a rifle platoon and a guerrilla compeny each, Heedquarters
c Company, Headquarters Company of the Guerrilla B@ttalion and D
Compeny attachments would form the fourth. .0ne group was to
enter the vallay the day prior to the atart of the mission to
secure é bagse of operation; the balance of the force yduld proceed
into the valley on the 3lst, The plan of maneuver would be to
push one or more groups up the valley to a position in line with
the 127 advaneé and prepare & defensive position, The balance
of thé force would then_join the perimaier, leaving bahin& e small
rear guard, Thls operation would then be repeated and the rear
guard would be moved forward to the second defensive position.
The river was to be used extensively for flank security as the
advance continued, crossingdand recrossing was oontamplatad
frequently if the need arose., Any deception possible would be
used.éé@}ﬁny strong points believed beyond the capabilities of
the force would be hypasse%%\and.regiment notifled, Because of
the unreliability and poor status of training of the Guerrilla
Battaliong,serious engagements would be avoided if at all possaible,
An additional light machine gun was requested, giving the force
a total of 3 lights, one to each groupy 6-300 radios were requested,
bhé to each rifle group'and 3 to Company Headquart?rs; Addltional
8SCR $536's were requested to give the rorce.a total'or‘lz. Local

Wttt
security for our supply points along the highwag%to be provided
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.uc‘fd ’iﬂ

by troops :gw guarding the highway(aﬁg 1gstly@ oconsional
air missions be flown by the artillery CUBS - as orten as
practicable == t0 give any information available along the line
cfmadvanee. (8) _

<These requests of the C Company Commander and his plaha were
appfoved with one exception, The Ezeeﬁtiva Officer of the
Guerrilla Battalion would accompany the Battalion, Howsever it
was firmly established that the Commander Company C was in command
and a definite succession of command wes laid down from the C
Company Commander to the C Company Executive Officer and in the
event of their both becomlng casualties, the platooh_leaﬂar of D
Company was next in line of commend, After the plﬁn wag. approved

by the Commanding General, éompany C set about the balance of
their preparation. (9)

THE START INTO THE VALLEY
On the morning of 30 JuRy, the advanee guard of Task Force

Farmer, the 24 Platooﬂzkith B Gonpany’httached sterted down the
trail into the vallay (see Map B) to secure and establish & base,
This was to be done at a bend in the river that hed been previous-
ly designated by map and aerial reconnalssance, All members of
this group were ﬁhoroughly biiefed and told that knowledge of
their presence must be kept.rrom'tha Japanese for at least twentye
four hours, K rations'ror three days were carried by sall men,
and twenty Igorot bearers acoompanied this group.' {10} <
Also, on the 30th the 1nitial supply dump was eatablished ;f;ﬁﬁﬂ
under command of the AP Platqon leader who“;;s to act as the Tas;’
Force S-i. (See Map B) The balance of the 200 native carriers
were transported to the vicinity of the supply point and final
arrangements were mede as to their.duties. Needed instructions

(8 ) Plan drawn and presented by author; (9) Personal knowledge;
(10) Personal knowledge



yere given to them through 1nterprétera and they were assigned
to three approximately even groups of 50 odd each, this was

done for better control, The thirty carriera left over were

-instructed to form a fourth group which would later joln those

already in the valley. Eech native group had a head man and a

~ -8eguendo whose pay would be slightly higher, Also, each head

man was'given a carbine, this greatly increased his prestige and
consequently control ovef his fifty carriers, as with these primle
tive mountain ?eople & weapon (éspecially an American weapon)

1s symbolic with power and authority. (11)

At 0600 the 3lst of July the balance of C Compaeny, Head-
quarters and Eeadquartars Company, A and C Companies of the
Fllipino battalicn 2and the rest of the forees attachments en-

S o MAP 2 (s 0 “}
trucked at Bagulo, At 0800 the Lina of DepartureAwas reached and
tha-march into the valley began. (See Map B} The trail was “LEB"V‘7
tortuous and extremely steep and the acouts and advance guards
were continuely-stopped to allow those on the fléhks to keep in
prosltion. Around 1400, when l1little more than half way down, the
1st Platoon*the advance guard‘ran into a small enemy foraging
party in & comodie (Iam) pateh; five esnemy were killed and at
least threéﬂ;;;e thought to have escaped, OQur presence in the
valley would now be known, if 1t 3§§f:not iiready. Speed in
closing into the prepared perimeter was now consldered essential,
The flenk guards which slowed the column were called in and

progress was faster, The river was reached, (12) A crossing

'~ was made under protection of the walting 2nd Platoon an hour

before dark. A tight perimeter was'rormed-with the carriers in
the center, During the night a number of small fires wére Ob=

served in the amall valley due north (see Map B), but nothing

(11) Eye witness; (12) Personal knowledge
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was learned about the main valley which was the route to. be
taken the next day, The night was spent quietly and nothing
was heard or observed by anyone along the perimeter, (13) |

The next day, 1 August,ljust after dawn the lst Platoon and
its aftached;ﬁdﬁﬁghy and a forward artillery party crossed the
river and began to move up the-valley traii; they were followed
one-half hour later by the main body., The 2nd Platoon and its
attached company and artillery party remained behind to guard and'
strengthen the ggég}y base, Almost all the carriers were started
back up the trall to the highway under protection of one squad of
the 2nd Platoon and one Platoon of guerrillas, The lst Platoon
met no resistance although signs along the trail and 1n huts
adjacent indicated recent and extensive use by the enemy. A halt
was called at noon.at the end of a particularly narrdw sectlion. of
the valley, The river at this point was confined in a narrow
gorge and its flow increased from 1ts usual repld flow(iS to 18
miles an hour) to a tumbling torrent. (14)

Two squads of the lst Platoon were sén; aheed on reconnaisw
sance, They reported that asbout twenty enemy soldiers were |
building a trall bloeck about one kiiameter ahead of us and at
the far edge of a large cleering., (See H‘P C) The squad
leaders bélieved that the enemy could be approached quite closely
from the river side, The Company Commander and lst Platoon's |
leader went forward to the edge of the clearing with Squad |
leaders, The 1lst Platoon leader was given the misaion of reducing
the trail block. The plan was for him to take his Platoon and
one platoon of guerrillas éng{get ag close as possidble on the
enemy flank, When 1in positioh he would call.the Compény Commander
by radio., Upon his signsal threa o the heavy machine guns would

(13) Eye witness; (1l4) Personal knowledge
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fire fof two minutes from our edge of the clearing and one of
the D Company's 8l's would fire fifteen rounds, attempfing to
straddle the trail just beyond the enemy positions, Pirst Pla~ |
toon woﬁld attack the partielly completed road bdlock from the |
flenk as abon as the machine guns and mortars ceased firing.
This simple plan worked well; twelve enemy so0ldiers were killed
and'one'committed sulcide with a grenade.'.(ls) The lat Platoon
had two wounded, one a litter case c@usad by fragments by the
suicide's grenade, As the lst Platoon attacked the foad block,
2nd Platoon'sllaader reported by radio that a small patrol had
run into machine gun positions 1000 yards to the;r south and
east, (See Map C) Tﬁéif p&trol had retired when fired on,

They also had two casualties, both guerrillas, (16)

The Company Commander decided to establish defensive posl-

' tions for the night, at the north edge of this clearing in a
. heavily wooded erea, at a bend in the river, The daily repert

was made to the 127th, plens were made to evacuate the wounded
with the native carriers the next dey and preliminary plans were
made for the next day and the proposed attack on Adaoay (see Map
C) thought to be held By at'leﬁst two qumy platoons, The night
wag spent quietly &nd nothing of noteﬁreported by the perimeter.
(17) ' |

- AUGUST 2., The 3@ Platoon with A Company attached moved out

at 0530 followed bytédmpanyéﬂéadquartera, ﬁbapon Platoon and o
Headquarters Company Guerrilles, lat Flatoon with i!.‘-cunz:-asm:;r’/c.Ir'..t=
formed the rear guard, Around 1000, 3rd Platoon radioed that 1t
had halted in a banana grove several hundred yards from the out-
skirts of Adaocay, a town of approximately 40 native huts, a |

ochurch and a large school house, Two Seman patrols were sent

(15) Eye witness; (16) Personal knowledge; (17) Personal
knowledge
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out with SCR 536's - one on each side of the town. They roported.
the place deserted to all appearances. The force moved into the |
town with two Platoons moving thfough the houses on the left of
the trail and two platoons moving through the houses on the
right of the trail. As thelr lsading elements entered the last
foew houses, thres enemy soldiérs tried to run from hiding in a
shed to the rear of one of the nativc huts. As they were fired
on, saveral more Japaness hiding under the church, which was
built on 2-foot atllts, opened rire on the guerrillas, who had
bypassed them. Headguarters Personnel, c Company, promptly bowled
hand grenades under the ehnreh, but not‘until one guerrilla had
been killed. One man of the 1lst Platoon and two guerrillas wers
_ tounded by the four enemy soldiers.found under the church, only
three of whom were armed. (18) 127£h was informed that Adaoay
had been reached. Regimental S-3 ordered the Company Commander to
remaln in the vicinity 2; Adacay and awalt orders to move (a
sectlion ofqﬁﬁs“highwa;:iad been blowm, again holding up the
reglment}., (19} |

At this point the Company Commander had three pressing.
problems: ‘ |

(1) His base, now that the carriers had returned with a full
'1oad, had a large amount of rations snd emmunition -~ sufficient
for 4 dhys normal operations., His main force had besn resupplied
by small groups of carriers and had supplies for at least 1% day,
to continue to build up the dump at the rear base would maks 1t
difficult to move, amd (20)

(2) As the force moved up the valley the already long supply
lines would stretch still farther. Evacuation of wounded to the
highway was now ovér 18 hours, not eaunting ﬁalta for darkness.

{18) Personal imowledge; (19) Statement of Col. Frank W. Murphy,
Commanding 127 RCT; (20) Personal knowledge
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(3) He could not normally. expect snother nighﬁ free from
attack. Almost any sert of organized or prepared attack, because
of the 500 poorly trained guerrillas, must be avoided and
especially one at night.

The first problem could possibly be solved by an air ‘
reconnalssance misalcn by the artillery cuba. One of the native
seguendos had reported the exlstence of a trall between Apunan
on the highway and the village of Eabayan. (8ee Map C) If this .
trail asetually exiated and Eabayan was reached the supply and
evacuation route could be cut to 8 hours. The cubs wers asked to
f£ind this trail., Alsc, the 8-4 (A%P Platoon leader) was ordered
to check on 1ts exlstence and if hs‘found it to reconnolter it as
best he could. The plan to avold asaight attsek was simply to with-
draw to an unimown position. at night and if the enemy attacked, let
him find a vacated position. The 1last Platoon was sént across ﬁhs
river to E@go;it-to find a suitable position fer the perimeter.

An excellen£“;na was found egfly in the afternoon on a large;

rocky, flat knoll heavily overgrown with high bushes. (See Map C)
Poglitions for each platoon of the entire force were laid out and
‘arrangements made for.a gulde to take each platoon into its position
as 1t erossed the fiver. Wire was strung across the river under
water to assist the men in crossing. A few minutes before dark

the 1lst echelon - the 8lmm and 60mm moriar men - moved ocut of the
tom. The rest of the forece followed and the center of Adsoay was
thoroughly booby trapped. l(21)

The position in Kagosit was about 800 yards due east of
Adaoay. The D Company Platoon Leader had volunteered to remain

(21) Eys witness
) 14



on the Adacay side of the river with one of pis Sergeants and had
dug-~in in a2 thicket at the edge of the'river bsnk. They were

about 250 yards from the town. Mortars wers set up as soon &s
possible with the aid of & Séetion Sergeant who had previously
erosased with the lst Platoon. The balance of the force took up 1ts
posltion In the perimeter and settled fof the night., A few minutes
after 0100 a grenade exploded in the town and was Immediately
followed by 2 others, The two 8lum and two 60mm mortars commenced

firing., The Qompany Platoon Leader, in an excited tone, attempted

M'to glve sohging Thb mortars fired until each had but 20 rounds
left. The observer rapbrtod that he conld not tell definite

rasults but that wmost of the fire had 1anded near the center of the

'~ town. Two more booby traps exploded snd the reat of the night was

spent quietly. Several perimeter guards later reported hearing
heavy splashes in the river. (22)

AUGUST 3. As soon as it was light the next day a aguad of
the 3rd Platoon was seit aeross the river tg‘ascortaiﬁ the damage
of the might before. This proved useless, although the bulldings
had sﬁffered considerable damage, little else could be learned as
to results ~ or as to the number of Japanese casualties, one or

¢

two remaining boeby trapsizi;'pieked up snd the squad returned.

The rear bsse was ordered to move forward with all its

supplies, -Thls meant a double loed for the cerriers hence thelr

progress would be slow. A squad of the lst Platoon and a Platoon:

of Guerrilles waere sent back along the trall to meet them at a
prearranged spot. This was done for additional protection as the

bulk of the Force's supplies were on this carrier train. The '

(22) Personal knowledge
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balance of the last Platoon and its attached company were sent out

pfon two patrols - one to Apunan, and ome to Bila. (See Map D) |

Both towns were to be partially burned. Bila to bs burned at

least one hour after Apunan. As these barrios were on a good trall

o Bokod, a sizeable town scme 25 miles south and east. It was
hoped that this might deceive the enemy inte bolieving t&at Boked
was oﬁr objective,

Around 1500 the rear base with all its peraonnel and supplles

had elosed into the perimeter, one carrier had been drowned ia

‘making their first river crossing that morning. (23) Durlng ene
/o

ckf‘: eturned dbcutJlBOO’with two 'eundéd. The Gnerrill#s returned

-
i

b

o . A
of the-regular reports to Regiment, the Commanding Officer asked
permission to move the next dey to Lutab. (8¢e Map D) This

request was granted, also the exlstence of the_suapected trail was

. ;Keonfirned by Regiment. (See Map D) 'The lst Platoon's patrols

-

. loaded down with whatever they could earry from the houaehold

effeets of the two villages. The Patrel Leader, thn_lat'Platoon
Leader, complained that they had been of 1little mse te him all day
and attributed his two wounded men directly to their lack of

support. (24) This was not the Pirat time the Filipino soldiers

had parrorﬁed:pobrly and punishment of scme kind was needed. The

two offending Platoons were made first to take ell the articles

taken from the towns and throw them inte the river. Then they were
essligned to-set up thelr e-n'éarimetor some 700 yards north ef the
rest of the force, In addition to dizeiplining them, for they

wore quite worried about lesving the protection of the main perimeter
this also secured and partislly protected the best means of

(23) Statement of Lt. Gordon B. Ingram, Company C, Executive Offieér;
(24) Statement of Lt. Olen Johnson, Platoon Leader
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approach to the main body's position, During the night the
artillery observers who had been 1nact1ve so far had their
battalions fire concentrations on Iutab and on seferal small
towns in the valleys in the west, (See Map D) (25)

AUGUST 4. At 0700 on the Lth cof August the entire force
moved-out heading for Lutab with the exception of a few carriers
and their escort who were to evacuate the wounded, one of whom
had died during the night despite the efforts of It Geick, the -
MAC, At 0800 the 24 Platoon leader reported they had reached the
trail junotion, (See Mep D) Following the prearranged plan of
the night before the 24 and 3d platoons with their attached
companies took the highor and right trail to Lutab., The 1st
Platoon and its attached company followed by Company Headquarters
and the carriers and with Guerrilla Beadquarters Company forming
the rear guard took the lowe} and less exposed trall, 300 radio
contact was maintained between groups and the iead elements of
both columns were kept'abraagt. A position 900 yards south of
Iutab was reached at 1100 hours, Here the two trails ran closely
together. (See Map D) Final plans and a short reconnalssance
wore made before taking the town. Resistance was light; two men
of the 34 platoon were wounded, {(26) The platoons and companies
took up their prearranged defensive positions and the perimeter
was organized with the carriera spread throughout its center,

The large supply dump was set up under the direction of the 1lst

Sergeant, Two patrols ware sent out to reconnolter the route to

~ Kabayen., Around 1600 the center of the town received mortar fire

from several 90-mm mortars, (27} It did little demage to C
Company personnel but inflicted some on the guerrillas who had
not completed digging in, A number of the guerrillas panicked

(25, 26, 27) Eye witness
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and ran wildly ﬁbout; Arter two good concentrations the mortars
ceased firing,_q/section or'tha heavy machine guns had 1n the
meantime fired on several likely OP's, The 2nd Platoon had only
a few seratches;' The guerrilla casualties were: L dead and 7
wounded and also'a few of the cerriers hurt, The Aid Stetionm
spent a rather busy evaning, eapeciélly 80 a8 the casualties
eould not be evacuated, (28) Evacuation had to walt until
Kabayan_was'takén and the new trail reached. (See Map E) |
Patrols returned eround 1800 with scme valuable information. (29)
They reported the exlstence of a éwinging cable bridge across the
river 100 yards south of Kabayan., This bridge was guarded by a
few enemy-soldiers. They also reported that south of Ksbayan a
flat area of small rice paddies and garden patches would enable
the Force to attack on a wider front than was usually used but
that we would have to cross 150 yards of completely bare ground,
Lastly, they had encountered a native and had forced him to .
return with them, this man provided information about the strength
in Kabaysn, 70 Japanese and some machine guus., One other impor-
tant point was an enamy‘observation post east of the towa on a
high hill from which they could se§ Lutab and the rice paddiés on
its outskirts, (See Map E) That evening partial plans were made
to attack Kabayan, The Company Commander would use the lst and

g3rd platoons and their attached companies and all additional BAR

‘men in the eatire force woulq\aocompany them, Thls was a total

of about 50 BAR's. Also 2 light machine guns and 2 60's.

Artillery wouldkprobably not be used but one observer would

accompany them, The balance of the Farce would remain behind

under command of the 2nd FPlatoon leader (the Company Exec} until

(28) Eye witness; Partial Report, Sgt Chester Williamson,
(29) Personal knowledge
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ordered forward, Those remaining at the rear base must be pre-~
pared to move out 10 minutes after receipt of movement orders,
AUGUST 5, A little over an hour befofe dawn, the advance
column left the perimeter, they moved as rapidly as possible,
(30) At the first light they were well over half way to Kabayan
and under the lea of the hill which obscured them from the Jap
OP. (See Map E) From then on progress was slow, The column
moved off the trail but continued parallel to it, keeping as
close as possible and taking advantages of the excellent conceal-
ment offered by the heavy undergrowth, At 0800 the edge of the
fields south of Kabayan'ﬁggg reached by the lead scouts, After
a hasty reconnaissence by the company commander a plan similar to
that made the evening before was adopted, The 1lst and 31'& P;I.atoons-
wers to attack abreast, one platoon covering the advance of the
other‘by fire. Additiqnal BAR men would be divided evenly. This
‘gave each platoon a strength of about 45 and over half of that 45
were BAR's, There were no good fields of fire or poéitions for
the machine guns,’' They were to follow the cpmpany*commander,
echeloned to.the rear and 25 paces apart and with the lst squed
25 paees behind the company commander., One guerrilla company
would selze the bridge, one company would be in reserve lessa one
platoon which would.follow the 3rd platoon on the right, The
mortars would 1n1t1a11y hit the center of the town and walk their
fire back to the far side of the town unless direoted to fire on
other targets, The attack started op a signal from the Company
Commander's messenger, the lst platoon moved forward rapidly
aoross the small garden patches and rice paddies supported by the
fire of the 3rd platoon and using marching fire as they advanced

onh the outskirts of the town, They halted at a strong stone wall
(30) Eye witness
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25 yards from the first group of houses, and they had covered
almost 100 yards before the first man was hit. (31) The 3rd
platoon then moved up on the line with the 1st platoon at the
wall from which position both platoons took up the final assault.
The Japanese had been caught completely by surprise and resis-
tance although partieipated in by_almost all the enemy was uﬁ-
organized and ineffectual. Within 15 minutes both platoons had |
reached the north edge of the town. (32} The enemy had been
| cleared from Kabayan, a few snipers continued to fire rrom;nogi-
tions part way up therhill that they used as en QP. This was
extreme rifle range and very inaccurate, howaver the mortars and
the machine guns soon drove them back over the top of the hill
and ?ut of range. The guerrilias had meantime seized the bridge
and the reserve was moved up to take their part in the rebrgani-
zation and defense of the town, .(33)' There wefé.over 50 enemy
dead; our casualties were 3 killed and 7 wounded; guerfiilas
2 killed and 3 wounded, The rear base in Lutab was contacted by
radio and ordered to move forward, a platoon was sent back along
the trail to meet them, The rear base closed into the perimeter
around noon, Carriers were hurried through their mid-day meal
and most of them were immediately started up the new trail under
a strong guard, The casualties were littered out with them, those
that had occurred in the taking of Kabayaﬁ and also those who
hed been wounded the day before, With them went about a halfl

dozen men who had jungle ulcers or jungle rot. The Medico head

urged their evacuation., (34) The present position in Kabayan

5 \.L:l'\ Sy A
AR

" now approaching Mt, Osdung.

was reported to_Regimens
(See an'E). Regiment ordered the Force to remain in Kabaysn

(31, 32) Eye witness; (33) Personal knowledge; (34) Eye witness
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and hold the crossing. The River at this point was extremely
swift and unfordeble., Rapids extended from Kabayan down streem
to Lutab and up stream for ebout two miles. Aééi%iﬁhél orders
were to continue with a strong foree up the valley to eventually
effect a junction with the 127th et or near Buguias; as per‘the
original mission, (35)

The 2nd platoon with ita attached company was assigned this

- task, The Company Commander reinforced this group with two 1light

3
y N

machine guns and a 60-mm jungle mortar, A dozen of the remaining
carriers were also attached as extra bearers. The 2nd Platoon
moved out around 1400, Their objeotiveﬂp small mountain to the
right sr=dd. of the main trall and two or three miles morth of
Kebayan, At 1800 the 2nd Platoon reported that they had estab-
lished a perimeter approximately three miles up the trail, They
could not define their position any closer, the map was 80 greatly
In error that it was practically useless, (See Map E). The
balance of the force crossed the river té e better defenslive

position on the west slde, (See Map E) The platoon of guerrillas

~and a squad of the lst Platoon remained on the far side to guard

the approgch to-the bridge, The night was apent quietly on the
perimeter, (36) A great deal of artillery and mortar fire ﬁas
heard apparently to tpe north and some firing at a lesser d&lstance
to the south. Beoausé of the mountains, continual wind in the

valley sound had already been extremely to 103&#9.
THE IAST DAY
AUGUST 6, Eerly next morning securlity patrols were sent

out on both sides of the river and additionsl defensive installa-

tions were comstructed. Around 0900 2 netives, both wounded by

(35) Personal knowledge, Orders of Major Schwartz, S-3, 127th
Infantry; (36) Personal knowledge
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grenades, were brought to the Commend Post by one of the bridge
guards, They told a curious storj:‘along with five others, two
of whom were uomeﬁ they hed hidden in the hills aorcss the river
from Lutab for several weeks, they saw our force take Lutab on.
the Lth of August, It had been thelr intention to cross the
river and put themselves under our protection, They had waited
.until the next day to eross the river. Their progress had been
slow for fear of running into any of the enemy and when they
finally entered Lutad they found our forces gone, They then
decided to spend the night in Lutab, end try to join us the next
day. During the night a :ew_Japanese had attacked the town, (37)
- In the darkness these_natifes.had either been mlsteken for American
soldiers or had been attacked out of spite, The other five had .
been killed, they were quite surg;and they did not know whether
or not the enemy remalned in Luteb after the attack, They had
hidden in the underbrush and had slipped out while the Japs were
still in the town.. Ohe of these natives wanted the Company
Commander to send a patrol back to Lutab for the bodles of two of
his relatives, This of course could not be done, At 1200 hours
the 2nd Pletoon reported that they had roached the point they
estimated to be a mile or two south of Buguias. (See Hap F) .

They had killed seven of the enemy during the morning advance and
had found them all in groups of two's or three's, evidently
stragglers from the fighting on the highway. (38) At 1400 the
2nd Platoon leader radiced that his force had been hit and was
pinned down, he hed only six or eight casualties but couldn't
move a man without getting him hit, Two of his guerfillas pla~
toons, the only ones not pinned down, had taken off and he

(37) Personal knowledge; Late Statement of Colonel Yoshtomi, -
Commanding 58 Brigade; (38) Statement or Lt., Gordon B, Ingram,
Platoon Leader.,

22



didn't know what he could do, (39) He explained his situation
rurther. That morning; they met no resistance and he had pushed
his scouts hard in an attempt to reach Buguiss or its outskirts
as soon as possidble, At one point the river ran through & narrow
steep gorge for about 4LO0 yards., (See Map E) In order to save
time in passing through this gorge #e decided to hold two
guerrilla platoons back at the entrance to the gorge and to hurry
on through with his platoon and the other guerrillas, When they
_were half way through they noticed a party of Japanese going in
the opposite direction and.on the opposite side of the gorge,
They were at a distance of, at the most, 300 feet and slightly
lower on another trail. The gorge was bare of almost all vege~
tation and why neither saw'the other was difficult to understand,
The 2nd Platoon and the guerrillas fired firat tumbling & number
of the Japs off thé trail and down many hundred feet intq the |
river below, None of the men had continued on to the mouth of
the gorge to protect their.front whioch had now actually become
their flank, A machine gun later joined’by ancthgr opened up
from scmewhere in the rear of the Jap column, Every one hit the
trail and although they had taken casualties initially they took
nc more as long as they were prone and protected by the small
hollow in back.of the treil's edge. The Jap'a were still enough
below so that the edge of the trail and the slight hollow behind
it afforded p;otection; but if the enemy found a way up the staep
wall on their side, they would have been able to place fire-on
these troops. The.znd Platoons attached machine guns were also
pinned down and its lone mortar had used up all its ammunition
and gotten no reaults.\;The Company could not reach the platoon

with their 8l-mm mortars so it was planned to use artillery,

(39) Personal knowledge; Statement of Lt. Gordon B. Ingram
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The 2nd Platoon's forward observer's radio was out but by use of
the 300 and ralﬁy through one of the 6ther artillery observer's
radics a rire mission was called, As the gorge was narrow and
qulte steep the 2nd Platoon artillery observer requested high
angle fire, The mission was somewhat delayéd due to the radio
relay and over a dozen rounds were used to adjust., Winally the
artillery was zerced im, With each volley a few nen.were able to
ran back along the trail out of the gorge, The artillery was
most effective and one or two instances it gtarted minor land
slides, Once the platoon leader got his machine guns out and
set up the Japanese were forced to withdraw aﬁﬁ he was able to
evacuate his casualties. (40) His casualties were: 2 killed
and 3 wounded, 4 guerrillas killed, 3 carriers killed and 2
wounded. A bypass route was found shortly and the foroce again
started for Bugules at 1700, They reached a small knoll at its
outskirts eround 1800, Just as thg 2nd Battalion 127 entered the
town from the east, (See Map E) 'junction had been made and
that phase of the operation over, (kl) ¢ Company end 1ts attached
guerrillas had completed their miession and hoped to be relioved.

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM
In studying this operation, the end of the war greatly helped

in forming opinions, I was able to telk, moatly through inter-
preters, to‘the comnanders of surfenﬂering units who had rought
against us activaly, or whose units had, These commanders in-

cluded two general officers, several full colonels, and & number

of field grade and eompany grade officers,

(10) Perasonal knowledge; Statement of NCO, 2nd Platoon and
Statement of Lt. Gordon B. Ingram, Platoon lLeader; (4l1) Personal
knowledge
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I believe that the entire operation of C Gompaﬁy and its
attached battalion was unnecessary; and a iaste of man power,
rations, ammunltion, and the pay received by the carriers, The
flank and rear of the Hegiment could have been much better proe
tected, at a smaller cost than 6ver 60 killed and wounded, if
the force had been stationed slong or near the main highway and
had patrolled to the flank, I doubt if any real protection was
glven the regiment at all except as possibly by creating a minof
diversion., As to warning the regiment of an 1mpendihg flenk
attack, it could have been better done by troop outposts, statlioned
near the exposed flank and spread over a wider area. Thils is
especially true when you realize that C Coméany7aﬁd its attach-
ments were seldom able to observe or control more than a scant
two or three miles along 1ts line of advance, Also, any crossing
of the river a few miles ahead,gé“bahind would have been un-
observed,

ﬁith the end of the war a week later and the subseguent
surrender of Japanese troops, C -Go_mpany arranged for the surrenier
of a large number of prisoners, Thay included the remnants of
one Japanese ind?pendent mixed brigade, part of énother brigade,_
part of an imperisl division_and several other smaller unita,

A total of over 2500 troops and bdbefore the Company was relieved,
they negotiated for the surrender of additional hundreds., All of
these troops had been in the general vielnity of C Company's
operation, at least within a day or so's march of C Company's
various perimeters, N _

It is hardly good military tactics to send one rifle company
and 500 untrained militlamen into an area containing several
thousaqd and more of the enemy, especially sc when any available

supporting tfcopa are a 12 to 24 hours distant, Adeguate
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intelliéance could and should have been ascertained as to
Japanese strength and disposition beforehand, I believe that
the higher echelons took a decided risk with this force, Nﬁt a
calculated risk at all but one based on poor guess work with no
thought at all given to supporting or reinforcing C Company if
the need arose, ' |

Surprise, extreme good ro:tune, and the fact that'the ad=

/ vance was made parallel to and in front of an enemy MIR and also

parallel and behind an outpost line are the only reasons the
entire foroe was not attacked, surrcunded and destroyed,

Lack of adequate communications prevented the enemy from
organizing in time for eny worthwhile attack, With his communi=-
cétion dependent almost entirely on messenger and the terraln
difficult to negotiate, we had in mqst cases moved before he
could group a force sufficiently large to attack. One other
fact that helped C Company was poor disposition of the Jepanese
troops, one commaander held the outpost 1ine and another comménder
responsible to a different headquarters helﬁ the MIR, Thelr
brders &lso had been vague and their responaibilities cocncerning

any action in the velley itgelf poorly defined, Both were

reluctant to move from their primary defensive positions and

attack us in any strength in places they considered outside of

their limiting points,

The enemy also discounted first reports of our presence in

‘the valley and stubbornly,believed'that any Amerlcan attack

would come from the highway headed in an easterly direction

agaipst their positions of Mts Libung, Akil, and Ambubungsan,

(See Map B)
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The 2d Platoon leader, through,g'g:ave K;fgéfof several

_pggic rules of tactlcs, jeopardized and alﬁogt,lost over half
his entire force of 150 mén. 150 men are often too large a
number tc entrust to the command of an extremely Junior lieutenant
during his first campaign, Also, the lives of a thousand men are
too great a responsibility to be placed on a company commander,
This is especially true when the type of terrain 1s considered,
My past experience had been restricted to Jjungle warfare, I was
totally ignorent, for the most part, of employment of troops in
the open terrain which was encountered on several oécasions.
I was unable td amploj the 4th Guerrills Company having no addi-
tional rifle units whichfpouid be attached, Their training end
lack of dependeblillty made it impossible to use them alone,
This company consumed about 1000 ratiocns that were hand carried
over difficult trails and could provide nothing to the operation.
Obviously, I should have foreseen this,

'Po summarize results, the Task Force accomplished its

mission, It effected the junctlion at Bugules and the Regimental

3'F1ank was not attacked,

However, little of 8 tactical nature was éained and no worth

* while ground he1d with the exception of the bridge at Kabayan,

“The enemy lost some equipment, some materiel, that he could not

replace and had suffered over ;50 dead, Our losses in materiel

. were slight and casualties much less,

N
| LESSONS
Some of the lessona learned ln this operation are:
y 1, Placing a Company Commander of one unit over a battalion

or acting battalion commander of snother unit often makes for

besitency of command,
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%wf;;ukf 2, Speed of movement is essential to am inferior force.

$o ail I L]

iz' It enables one to strike at woakly derended péints and retire or
ce” ‘pass on the*positions of safety,

3s Gomplete cemunieatioqg are essential to successful

T e B

operations. Additional radios can often be put to good use,

| ko Reaerves ‘ahould be placed so that they can be quickly
Wl wemployed. They must be in & position to influence the ections
o decisgzely. | Wﬁﬂxiﬂ4%»w“¢¢*f |

5 Adequate intelligenee*by higher headquarters is a

B i
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necessity, and is frequently omitted.,

6. Good NCO's who have been given responsibility in past

T o e e P

operations w{}lv?egﬁg;m.wall when responagibility is intelligently
1nereasad As an example, good squad leaders in many cases
creditably commanded guerrilla platocons,

7. When extra combat troops in any sizeable number are
attached to a company@{some provision must ﬁe made to add & small
staff. |

4 8. Knowledge of the enamy*s oharacter, habits, national
N

tralts ﬁg;-a decided advantage.

Qe Daception can confuse the enemy anﬁ help both an attaok

T TV Tt 4

or a defense, .

10, High angle artillery fire can be brought in quite
close to“?ﬁe troops ‘i fired on & far slope of a Steep and
nerrow canyon. Shorts are then not shorts but merely rounds R
that land below the intended center of impact,

11, Aerisl reconnaissance can be?of great help in planning

and ocan be adventageously used during the conduct of an opera-~

tion,

12, Failure to post proper local securitghggemenq§ is often
fatal,
T
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13, Varied terrain calls for different tactics, Jungle

ST A s b AR
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fighting can't be used in open ccuntry and vice versa,
iL, Surpriae 1s one of the best ueapons a eommander has,

It will ortan spell the difference between quick succeas and

long costly fighting,
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